Why a ‘Guild’?
Why not an Association or a Society?
Or a Club?
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This certifbcate was presented to the Ringers of 5 Swithan's Church in December i
when a pew set of bell ropes were installed, part leaded by the descradants of the above |

Harry Stokes who was o rinper here in 1874 and bovond. Hiv bell hanring firm, slso based
in Wond bury, cosstrocted the original aak frame i 1557 which w=as replaced in 1960,
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At this meeting,
Langdon Fulford proposes the formation
of a ‘Society of Devonshire Ringers.’
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Why a ‘Guild'?

We don’t know.

But the founders were all Tractarians looking
back to the Mediaeval church and regarding
the Church of England as its true successor.

And in the Middle Ages, there were
numerous Guilds that supported the Church
and were not part of it.



Why was the Guild successtul?

Charles Bere:
‘the care and attention bestowed on it by its
energetic secretary — the Revd J.L.L. Fulford’.



When Langdon Fulford died of a heart attack, in
December 1879, Huntsham bells were rung half-
muffled in his memory. The footnote in Church

Bells describes him simply as ‘The Originator of
the Guild'.

‘He was the very life and spirit of the Guild, and its
chief mainstay. He was its originator, and at all
times and in all ways, by his untiring zeal and
energy, did what he could to make the Guild a
thorough success.” [GDR Annual Report 1880]
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Devon Bellringing 1824-2023

A sesquicentenary history of the
Guild of Devonshire Ringers

To be published in 2024
Advance orders for subscribers at £12.00
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